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Dear Friends,

As we enter this holiday season and I 
reflect upon the year past and the year 
ahead, I am filled with hope.  In 2016, 
PRAF participated in the defeat of 22 
initiatives to legalize assisted suicide; and, 
we are truly thankful for the hard work, 
dedication and perseverance that you, 
our friends and partners, have contributed 
in this fight.

As many of you know, I am so passionate 
about this issue because I was diagnosed 
with terminal brain cancer in 2014.   
Two months ago, in October, we learned 
that my brain cancer had returned.  
Without treatment, I have less than six 
months to live.  Fortunately, I live in New 
York, where assisted suicide was defeated 
in 2016, and I have access to the best 
care possible.  My health insurance 
company will cover the cost of my 
treatment.  So, I am filled with hope as 
my doctors work diligently to provide me 
with the best care possible and fight my 
cancer into remission once again.

The recurrence of my cancer has 
reminded me why it is so important to 
fight the legalization of assisted suicide 
and ensure the protection of terminal 
patients.  As I contemplate my own 
future, thinking of my wife and young son, 
my heart breaks for those in Washington, 
Oregon, Vermont, and California whose 
lives were taken early by this legislation.  
As more states legalize assisted suicide, 
we continue to see, time and time again, 
why this is such a dangerous public policy.  
As more patients’ families and doctors 
come to us with stories of coercion, 
abuse, and denial of health insurance 
coverage, we will fight for their protection 
and share their stories.

I am sure that there will be challenges 
ahead in 2017 as we continue to fight 
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To promote its goal to have one state legalize assisted suicide each year, 
Compassion and Choices (C & C) has been busy laying out its agenda for 2017. 

Bills to legalize will be introduced in many states, but C & C emphasis will be on the 
following states*:

against the legalization of assisted suicide and I continue my battle with cancer, but we must never 
lose hope.  I ask that you will continue to help us fight against assisted suicide in 2017.  Every day we 
fight to protect the rights of patients, people with disabilities, and the disadvantaged, we help save 
the lives of those who desperately want to live.  

“Every day is a gift and we can’t ever let that go!”

JJ Hanson 
President, Patients Rights Action Fund

The 2017 Battleground

New York
Legalization in New York is the crown 
jewel as it will open the floodgates for 
many northeastern states to follow suit.

New Jersey
A bill to legalize has already passed the 
New Jersey Assembly and a big push 
is on to have the Senate approve the 
measure. 

Maine
Assisted suicide legislation was narrowly 
defeated in 2015, making renewed 
efforts prevalent here.

Hawaii
Since 1994, there have been 30 bills 
introduced in Hawaii to legalize assisted 
suicide.  C & C has raised $1 million 
to make the 31st bill successful – a 
formidable war chest for such a small 
state.

Maryland
Although being soundly beaten in the 
past few legislative sessions, 
C & C continues to list Maryland as 
fertile ground.

Minnesota
This state is high on the C & C action 
list, but the 2016 elections will make 
Minnesota virtually impossible for C & C 
to put in the win column.  

Nevada
Nevada is a sleeper state as it is 
uncertain how this legislature will react 
to assisted suicide legislation.

NY

NJ

ME

HI

MD

MN

NV

(On the plus side, the Patients Rights Action Fund 
has concentrated most of its efforts to organize and 
train in these states. Legislative action has already 
begun - the time is now!)



 Make your year-end donation today!

YOUR 
SUPPORT
SAVES 
LIVES

You may donate online at: 
www.patientsrightsaction.org/contribute

*Thanks to you, we helped defeat 
22 initiatives to legalize assisted 
suicide in 2016.

*

Thank YOU!


