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NJ Senate President Sweeney
Subverted the Democratic Process DR. FRED DEUTSCH served his first 

term as a Republican member 
of the South Dakota House of 
Representatives in 2015-2016.  He 
opted not to run in the next election 
cycle, but threw his hat back in the 
ring in the 2018 election where he 
finished first in a five-way race, and 
was re-elected for the 2019-2020 
term. 

Additionally, Dr. Fred Deutsch is 
president of South Dakota Right to 
Life.

The son of a Holocaust survivor 
whose grandparents were murdered 
in Auschwitz, Dr. Deutsch was raised 
to profoundly appreciate the value 
of life.

In his adult years, he’s been a 
staunch advocate for the rights of 
patients, people with disabilities, 
and advanced age, and he has 

New Jersey moved one step closer to helping 
patients commit suicide on February 7th after a 
90-minute hearing before the State Senate Health, 
Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee.

Opponents of the assisted suicide bill poured into 
the Senate committee hearing room, some traveling 
thousands of miles to be there, for a chance to testify.  
They had reason to be hopeful.  Based on previous 
voting records of the members, the bill seemed unlikely 
to pass out of committee.  But, Senate President 
Steve Sweeney exercised his bullying tactics the 
morning of the vote by replacing Senators Madden 
and Rice, two Democrats expected to vote “no” 
on the assisted suicide bill, with himself and Senator 
Scutari, another “yes” vote in order to guarantee a 
win and push the bill through committee.

Coalition Leaders in State Government
been the tip of the spear in the 
fight against the legalization of 
assisted suicide in South Dakota.  

Dr. Deutsch has a special affection 
for those whose lives are threatened 
by dangerous assisted suicide 
laws.  He has successfully led the 
fight to prevent an out-of-state 
group from legalizing assisted-
suicide in South Dakota. 

A former Watertown School Board 
Member, Dr. Deutsch currently 
serves on the House Education 
Committee, House Health & Human 
Services Committee, and House 
Armed Services & Veterans Affairs 
Committees.

Dr. Deutsch is also a chiropractor, 
as is his wife Kathleen.  They live in 
Florence, South Dakota.

It’s very disturbing that Senator Sweeney was so 
willing to play dirty politics with peoples’ lives and 
ignore the pleas from medical professionals, disability 
rights advocates, patients and caregivers in order to 
push his own agenda.  The assisted suicide bill passed 
through committee by a vote of 6-3 in favor and the 
residents of New Jersey were robbed the opportunity 
for a fair hearing on a very dangerous piece of 
legislation. 

Dr. Brian Callister traveled all the way from Nevada to 
New Jersey to testify at the hearing.  He adamantly 
opposes assisted suicide after having two patients 
with curable cancers denied coverage for life-saving 
treatment, but offered assisted suicide instead by 
their insurance companies.

Dr. Callister said, “They did not allow many, if not most, 
of the people who opposed the bill to testify, many of 
whom signed in hours ahead of time for a chance to 
speak. As an example, there were six highly influential 
physicians there with me in opposition to the bill, 
including the medical ethics director from Columbia 
University, and only two were able to speak — one 
New Jersey physician and myself.”

In total, only 12 opponents of assisted suicide were 
permitted to testify and each was only given two 
minutes to speak.  Dr. Callister wouldn’t have been 
allowed to testify if someone else opposing the bill 
had not forfeited his spot so that he could testify 
instead.  He added, “It seemed very irregular — really 
a charade of a hearing with the outcome apparently 
a foregone conclusion.”

The battle in New Jersey is far from over though; the 
bill must still pass out of the senate budget committee 
and then pass floor votes in the state assembly 
and senate before it would go before Democratic 
Governor Phil Murphy to be signed into law.

Defend 
the Rights 
of Patients

Stop State-Funded Suicide.

Please Donate Today
www.patientsr ightsaction.org/contr ibute

When you support the 
Patients Rights Action Fund, 

you help save lives.

CC BY-SA 4.0
Sweeney

3

PRAF | 2019 1st Quarter Newsletter

2

NJ Senate President Sweeney
Subverted the Democratic Process DR. FRED DEUTSCH served his first 

term as a Republican member 
of the South Dakota House of 
Representatives in 2015-2016.  He 
opted not to run in the next election 
cycle, but threw his hat back in the 
ring in the 2018 election where he 
finished first in a five-way race, and 
was re-elected for the 2019-2020 
term. 

Additionally, Dr. Fred Deutsch is 
president of South Dakota Right to 
Life.

The son of a Holocaust survivor 
whose grandparents were murdered 
in Auschwitz, Dr. Deutsch was raised 
to profoundly appreciate the value 
of life.

In his adult years, he’s been a 
staunch advocate for the rights of 
patients, people with disabilities, 
and advanced age, and he has 

New Jersey moved one step closer to helping 
patients commit suicide on February 7th after a 
90-minute hearing before the State Senate Health, 
Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee.

Opponents of the assisted suicide bill poured into 
the Senate committee hearing room, some traveling 
thousands of miles to be there, for a chance to testify.  
They had reason to be hopeful.  Based on previous 
voting records of the members, the bill seemed unlikely 
to pass out of committee.  But, Senate President 
Steve Sweeney exercised his bullying tactics the 
morning of the vote by replacing Senators Madden 
and Rice, two Democrats expected to vote “no” 
on the assisted suicide bill, with himself and Senator 
Scutari, another “yes” vote in order to guarantee a 
win and push the bill through committee.

Coalition Leaders in State Government
been the tip of the spear in the 
fight against the legalization of 
assisted suicide in South Dakota.  

Dr. Deutsch has a special affection 
for those whose lives are threatened 
by dangerous assisted suicide 
laws.  He has successfully led the 
fight to prevent an out-of-state 
group from legalizing assisted-
suicide in South Dakota. 

A former Watertown School Board 
Member, Dr. Deutsch currently 
serves on the House Education 
Committee, House Health & Human 
Services Committee, and House 
Armed Services & Veterans Affairs 
Committees.

Dr. Deutsch is also a chiropractor, 
as is his wife Kathleen.  They live in 
Florence, South Dakota.

It’s very disturbing that Senator Sweeney was so 
willing to play dirty politics with peoples’ lives and 
ignore the pleas from medical professionals, disability 
rights advocates, patients and caregivers in order to 
push his own agenda.  The assisted suicide bill passed 
through committee by a vote of 6-3 in favor and the 
residents of New Jersey were robbed the opportunity 
for a fair hearing on a very dangerous piece of 
legislation. 

Dr. Brian Callister traveled all the way from Nevada to 
New Jersey to testify at the hearing.  He adamantly 
opposes assisted suicide after having two patients 
with curable cancers denied coverage for life-saving 
treatment, but offered assisted suicide instead by 
their insurance companies.

Dr. Callister said, “They did not allow many, if not most, 
of the people who opposed the bill to testify, many of 
whom signed in hours ahead of time for a chance to 
speak. As an example, there were six highly influential 
physicians there with me in opposition to the bill, 
including the medical ethics director from Columbia 
University, and only two were able to speak — one 
New Jersey physician and myself.”

In total, only 12 opponents of assisted suicide were 
permitted to testify and each was only given two 
minutes to speak.  Dr. Callister wouldn’t have been 
allowed to testify if someone else opposing the bill 
had not forfeited his spot so that he could testify 
instead.  He added, “It seemed very irregular — really 
a charade of a hearing with the outcome apparently 
a foregone conclusion.”

The battle in New Jersey is far from over though; the 
bill must still pass out of the senate budget committee 
and then pass floor votes in the state assembly 
and senate before it would go before Democratic 
Governor Phil Murphy to be signed into law.

Defend 
the Rights 
of Patients

Stop State-Funded Suicide.

Please Donate Today
www.patientsr ightsaction.org/contr ibute

When you support the 
Patients Rights Action Fund, 

you help save lives.

CC BY-SA 4.0
Sweeney


