Opposing the Legalization of Assisted Suicide
2020 1st Quarter

In the midst of
a global pandemic,
our lifesaving work and the fight for human
dignity are more important than ever!
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THE COVID-19 CRISIS

NO SUICIDE

Our hearts and minds are with you, especially all of the patients, caregivers, and courageous frontline
medical professionals affected by the current global pandemic. As states consider rationing scarce medical
resources, PRAF continues to advocate at the federal level for equality of healthcare and protections for our
most vulnerable patients.

VA!

Opponents of assisted suicide held
a press conference on January 29th
to reject assisted suicide legislation
that was under consideration
in Virginia.
Doctors, veterans,
caregivers and disability rights
advocates called upon legislators
to take a courageous stand against assisted suicide.

#NoSuicideVA!

MARY LOPEZ, Ph.D., speaks against legalizing assisted suicide
during a press conference in Richmond, VA Wednesday, Jan. 29,
2020. [Photo: Bob Brown]

REAR ADMIRAL Tom Steffens speaks against legalizing assisted
suicide during the press conference as Kristen Hanson, Community
Relations Advocate with PRAF, left, listens. [Photo: Bob Brown]

“Assisted suicide perpetuates the lie that, as a
person with a disability, I’m disposable if I become
too much of a burden or inconvenience to the ablebodied men and women around me.”

“We all know that the men and women who
valiantly served our country are at a higher risk for
suicide. Our veterans should never have to contend
with the slippery slope of a statewide, governmentsanctioned assisted-suicide program.”

— Mary D. Lopez, Ph.D., Executive Director at
Independence Empowerment Center in Manassas

— Rear Adm. Tom Steffens, U.S. Navy (retired),
a Navy SEAL for 34 years

In The News
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MEDICAL
PROFESSIONALS
CONDEMN
ASSISTED
SUICIDE
IN NEW YORK
DR. GREGORY WESTON, infectious disease
specialist practicing in New York City.

DR. MATTHEW LYNCH, neurologist from
Amsterdam, NY.

Dozens of doctors, nurses, and other medical
professionals from across New York state traveled to
Albany on February 4th to make the medical case
against legalizing physician-assisted suicide.
“This bill is dangerous for all New Yorkers, and doctorassisted suicide is especially dangerous for those who
are socio-economically disadvantaged, isolated,
elderly, and living with disabilities, persons who are
already marginalized and discriminated against in
our health
careFirst
system,”
stated#296
Dr. Weston.
1562
Avenue,

Dr. Lynch asserted, “This bill contains many fatal
flaws. It is not a last resort. The proposed law does
not require a person to be referred for palliative
medicine. It does not even require a person to be
suffering. There is no way to know for sure if the person
is depressed at the time he or she takes the poison.
Moreover, prescribers of medical marijuana and
opioids are required by law to receive training, but
this bill does not require any training for prescribers
of suicide pills.”

New York, NY 10028

MARYLAND COALITION
TAKES ACTION

Last year, the Maryland General Assembly passed a similar
assisted suicide bill only for it to tie in the Senate at 23-23. It
failed by one vote. This year, however, David Collins with
WBALTV 11 News said, “Unlike in previous years, there’s a
public, full-court press by the opposition.”
On February 28th, a hearing on Maryland’s pro-assisted
suicide bill, SB0701, was held before the Maryland Senate
Judiciary Proceedings Committee; and, this year, for the first
time, PRAF was in Annapolis to co-host a press conference
with Maryland Against Physician Assisted Suicide.
During the hearing, Kristen Hanson, PRAF’s Community
Relations Advocate, testified how assisted suicide laws
abandon vulnerable patients like her late husband. She
warned that assisted suicide puts the lives of many vulnerable
people at risk who deserve to be valued equally.

SPEAKERS from left to right: Kristen Hanson, Dr. Brian
Callister, Sheryl Grossman, Katie Collins-Ihrke, Sherman
Gillums Jr., Edward Willard, & Dr. Joseph Marine (not
pictured).
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CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION SPOTLIGHTS
DANGERS OF ASSISTED SUICIDE
Lawmakers like Representativs Luis Correa (D-Calif.), Brad
Wenstrup (R-Ohio), and Matt Cartwright (D-Pa.) have
done the American people a great service by calling out
assisted suicide for the dangerous public policy that it is
by co-sponsoring House Concurrent Resolution 79.

While many of us are at home - YOU can make
a difference by contacting your Member
of Congress by phone or email, asking
them to support HConRes 79!

Your support helps us keep fighting for equality
in healthcare. Together we fight for everyone!
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Please Donate Today
w w w.patientsrightsaction.org/cont ribute

1562 First Avenue, #296
New York, NY 10028
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