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Arguments Against Assisted Suicide
Michael Hickson’s Story

Michael Hickson, a 46-year-old father of five from
Texas and quadriplegic, was sick with covid-19
when he was denied care even when rationing
wasn’t necessary.
It is tragic when patients are denied the treatment
they need and deserve based on a subjective
judgment about the quality of their life. Subjective,
qualitative medical judgements can be harmful
and even deadly.

Assisted Suicide Laws
are Inherently Discriminatory

Too often we are seeing medical professionals
substitute these subjective quality of life judgments
for authentic treatment, especially as they navigate
the coronavirus pandemic and in places where
assisted suicide is legal. Real treatment always
respects the inherent value of every patient, and
that value doesn’t change with either sickness or
disability.

Assisted suicide laws set up a two-tier system,
where some people get suicide prevention and
others, namely those with life-threatening disabilities,
get suicide assistance. This results in death to
the devalued group. Nothing could be more
discriminatory.
The hollow safeguards add insult to the injury in
that only people with disabilities qualify for assisted
suicide laws. Assisted suicide not only puts the lives
of vulnerable people at risk, but is a pressing threat
to equal protection.
MICHAEL HICKSON, 46, surrounded by his children at the nursing
home where he had lived. Hickson died June 11 of complications
from covid-19. (Family photo as featured in The Washington Post)

Defend the Rights of Patients.

Please Donate Today!
w w w.patientsrightsaction.org/cont ribute
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State Status

To date in 2020, 14 states have defeated bills to
legalize or expand assisted suicide. No new laws to
legalize assisted suicide were enacted.

Certainly COVID-19 had a big impact on the
defeat of bills as many state legislatures simply shut
down and are just now opening back up to deal
with major issues like state budgets. A very serious
attempt to legalize occurred in Maryland and a
renewed effort could occur in special session if the
bill to legalize is added to the legislative agenda.
In late May, the Massachusetts Joint Public Health
Committee passed legislation to legalize assisted

Bill proposed, now dead
Expansion Bills Defeated
Bill passed to expand assisted suicide
Remaining vigilant and engaged
to this national threat

suicide out of committee. Intense collaborative
efforts by the MA coalition, facilitated by PRAF, are
underway to ensure that the bill does not proceed
further. Proponents of assisted suicide launched a
major effort in New York which has not seen success
to date, however, the New York legislature finish
date has been delayed.
It is too early to predict that 2020 was completely
successful for opponents of assisted suicide. Plans
are already underway to be prepared for target
states in 2021.

New FREE California Advance
Health Care Directive
Visit our website to access our new free
downloadable advanced directive form
for California residents. If you live in a
state other than California, you should
have the document reviewed for legality
in your state.
This
document
was
created
collaboratively with lawyers, physicians
and disability rights advocates, all familiar
with the potential complexity of endof-life situations to ensure your rights are
represented if something were to happen
to you:

4

patientsrightsaction.org/
advance-directive/

1562 First Avenue, #296
New York, NY 10028

New FREE California Advance

3

