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ASSISTED
SUICIDE LAWS

And the dAnger to
PeoPle with disAbilities
The National Council on Disability (NCD) released
a scathing new report examining the dangers of
assisted suicide laws and their effect on people with
disabilities, reaffirming its stance that assisted suicide
should not be legal in the United States.
The NCD report noted that despite the belief that
pain relief is the primary motivation for seeking
assisted suicide, the most prevalent reasons offered
by someone requesting lethal medications are
directly related to unmet service and support needs.
Limitations of supposed safeguards:
• Insurers have denied expensive, life-sustaining
medical treatment, but offered to subsidize lethal
drugs, potentially leading patients to hasten their
own deaths;
• Misdiagnoses of terminal disease can cause
frightened patients to hasten their deaths;
• Though fear and depression often drive requests
for assisted suicide, referral for psychological
evaluation is extremely rare prior to doctors writing
lethal prescriptions;
• Financial and emotional pressures can distort
patient choice;

• Patients may “doctor shop” limitlessly to find
a physician who will obtain a colleague’s
concurrence and prescribe a lethal dose
NCD Recommendations:
• Federal research on disability-related risk factors
in suicide prevention, as well as on people with
disabilities who request assisted suicide and
euthanasia;
• Federal regulation requiring non-discrimination in
suicide prevention services; and
• Greater federal investment in long-term services
and supports.
The National Council on Disability is an independent
federal agency that makes recommendations to
the president and Congress “to enhance the quality
of life for all Americans with disabilities and their
families.”
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In The News
Our Problem
With Assisted Suicide:

Why disability advocates worry
about making it easier for
physicians to help New Yorkers die
By MEGHAN PARKER
Assisted suicide is typically depicted by proponents
as a choice for patients who have tried everything.
But the legislation doesn’t ensure that assisted suicide
is truly a last resort. And proponents ignore the fact
that having access to “everything” is a luxury of the
few. No one knows this better than disabled people.’
Many disability-rights activists oppose passage of
New York’s assisted suicide bill because it would
put people like us at risk. But our focus is broader

Read the full story at the

than that. We aim for a fair and compassionate
community where everyone can get the medical
care they need and want, and everyone has
enough social support and affirmation that they can
live without feeling a duty to die.
Parker is the director of advocacy for the New York
Association on Independent Living.

Standing Against
Assisted Suicide
by KIMBERLY LEONARD

P.O. Box 4994
New
York,
NY 10185
“If inherent in assisted
suicide,
both the public policy

itself and in the practice, you have a circumstance
where people with disabilities are being given a
different, and not as good treatment, as those
without, you have an inherently discriminatory
practice in public policy,” Valliere said. “If you want
to say that it’s not discriminatory, then you would
have to offer it to everybody.
He worries about the pressure people would feel if
more states legalized assisted suicide.
“I have, over the course of my life, seen different
people being taken advantage of by those who
should be protecting them.”

Read the full story at the

Valliere is the executive director of The Patients
Rights Action Fund.

Defend the Rights of Patients. Stop Rationed Healthcare.
When you support the Patients Rights Action Fund, you help save lives.
Please Donate Today
w w w.patientsrightsaction.org/cont ribute

Join JJ’s Legacy Circle
As 2019 comes to an end, and we begin to make plans for the
year ahead, I am reminded that time is precious.
Nearly two years ago, I lost my husband, JJ, to terminal brain
cancer. Although we couldn’t save JJ’s life, we can carry on
his work fighting against the legalization of assisted suicide and
advocating for better end-of-life care for all patients with chronic,
life-threatening illness. We can be voices of hope in an all too
often hopeless world.
Please consider joining JJ’s Legacy Circle as a way of honoring
JJ’s selfless dedication to protecting the vulnerable and to
reminding the world that every day is a gift.
Your contribution of $25, $50, $100 a month, or whatever your
means allow, will help keep JJ’s memory alive and enable us to
get out the truth about the horrific practice of assisted suicide.
— Kris Hanson, Community Relations Advocate

Please go to:

4

www.PatientsRightsAction.org/CONTRIBUTE
today and choose ‘monthly’
under Donation Schedule.

P.O. Box 4994
New York, NY 10185
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