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PRAF President JJ Hanson and
numerous others speak out against
an assisted suicide bill in Maryland.

“I am here to tell you

I DO NOT

WANT TO DIE.“
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Stephen Mendelsohn, left, and Cathy Ludlum, center, of Second Thoughts
Connecticut.

Stoughton state Rep. Louis Kafka, seated, s
the Oct. 27 hearing.

MASSACHUSETTS’ ALLIANCE AGAINST
ASSISTED SUICIDE THWARTS PROPONENTS
WITH STRONG TESTIMONY
The hearing on Massachusetts’ pro-assisted
suicide bill, H-1991, was held Oct. 27 on Beacon
Hill to a packed hearing room. Proponents and
“our side” were split about 50/50 in attendance.
Opponents from all corners of the coalition gave
moving testimony, including John Kelly of
Second Thoughts-MA and members of the
MA Medical Society, whose official position is
opposed. Although their national organization
took an irresponsibly neutral position on the issue
recently, the MA chapter of the Hospice and
Palliative Care Association gave powerful
testimony opposed to this insidious bill. And our
own president, JJ Hanson, drove in to give his
personal perspective, having a “terminal”
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disease himself. What follows is an excerpt from
NewBostonPost’s article, Assisted suicide bill
draws heartfelt testimony pro and con, written
by Evan Lips, published October 27. To read the
full article, visit newbostonpost.com.
Please continue to stay involved in the MA fight.
For more information, please visit their coalition
site: noassistedsuicidema.org.
Hanson, the ex-marine who spoke out against
Kafka’s legislation, testified that he was
diagnosed 18 months ago with the same type
of cancer, grade-4 glioblastoma, as Maynard.
“I’m here to tell you I do not want to die,” he
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Dr. William Lawton, left, was one of four physicians, along with Dr. Paul
Carpentier, right, to testify against the bill, joining Dr. Laura Lambert.

said, adding that he was given four months to
live in May 2014. “I had two different doctors tell
me there was nothing I could do about it and
that I should go home and enjoy what little time I
had left with my family.”
“Fortunately, I did not accept their prognosis,”
he said. Hanson said too many patients “would
have listened to those doctors and would have
given up” and added that he lived through
days, following a seizure, where he couldn’t walk
or talk.
“If this legislation was legal at the time I could
have had doctor-prescribed suicide pills on my
nightstand,” he said. “I would have had them
with me as I laid in bed during month five and
questioned whether life was worth living.”
Hanson said he would be dead if the pills had
been available. “You can’t unmake that
decision,” he said. “I’m here to point out the
dangers when assisted suicide becomes the
norm for terminally ill patients.”
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PRAF in ACTION
Training day in Colorado unites groups against assisted suicde
Patients Rights Action Fund sponsored a day
of intense training for Coloradans Against
Doctor-Prescribed Suicide. Colorado is believed
to be a priority state for Compassion and
Choices to push for legalization and the
organization has its headquarters in Denver.
Training participants were given extensive
background information on proponents,
messaging, polling, lethal drugs used and where
legal by Rita Marker of Patients Rights Council.
Carrie Ann Lucas of Not Dead Yet, the state’s
primary spokesperson, shared insights on who
should be spokespersons, the most important
talking points and quick soundbites that can
be used. Barbara Lyons of Patients Rights Action

Fund instructed on coalition building, ethnic
organizing, legislative strategy, lobbying, social
media, coalition website and using the media.
Participants were trained to respond to the most
frequent arguments used by proponents.
Organizations participating were Not Dead Yet,
Colorado Family Action, Focus on the Family,
Colorado Cross Disability Coalition, National
Hospice Analytics, Center for Rights of Parents
with Disabilities, Salt and Light Global, ARC
of Aurora and Adams County, Divine Mercy
Supportive Care, Archdiocese of Denver, several
physicians, and two state legislators.

