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SET BACK for SUICIDE

in California
Senate Bill 128, California’s assisted suicide
bill, was pulled from the Assembly Health
Committee schedule earlier this month.
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CAUSE FOR HOPE

in California
Oncologists, disability rights groups, Latino community organizations,
clergy and Catholic hospitals banded together to fight SB 128

California’s controversial assisted suicide bill was
pulled from the Assembly Health Committee
schedule on July 7th for the second time in two
weeks and could be done for the first half of the
Legislature’s two-year session!
The Sacramento Bee reported: “Senate Bill 128,
which would allow doctors to prescribe lethal
drugs to terminally ill patients, passed the Senate
last month but has encountered stiff resistance in
the lower house amid lobbying from a coalition
of medical, religious and disability rights groups.
Of the 19 committee members contacted by
The Sacramento Bee, just four said they would
support the bill in its current form.”
The bill simply could not gain the votes it
needed to pass through the Health Committee.
Objections from members were based on
concern for the marginalized and the effect
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this bill would have on healthcare delivery;
particularly in lower income communities.
Some of these objections were reported by
The Sacramento Bee: “You’ve got to look at
what I’ve done before the Legislature ... working
to help save and protect peoples’ lives, giving
that option – a second chance at life,” Rodriguez, who worked as an emergency medical
technician, said Monday. “Letting folks have
that option to end their life, it’s just something I
can’t come to grips with.”
Assemblyman Santiago is quoted, “It’s more of
an internal struggle of how to look at the end of
life more than any impact of religious or political
pressure.”
“Assemblyman Jimmy Gomez, D-Los Angeles,
planned to abstain from the Health Committee
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B21-38, the so-called “Death with Dignity Act of 2015,”
was introduced by Councilmember Mary Cheh on
January 14, without any co-sponsors. It was referred to
the D.C. Council’s Committee on Health and Human
Services, chaired by Councilmember Yvette Alexander.
The public hearing was on July 10. The D.C. coalition, No
DC Suicide, organized expert testimony that included
disability rights advocates, palliative care nurses, and 18
out of the 20 doctors who testified, among many others.
The District of Columbia has a different path than the
states for passing such measures. The committee will

vote over concerns that SB 128 had insufficient
protections for vulnerable patients, not for
moral reasons. He said he grew up without
health insurance and watched his father
delay getting treatment for cancer until it was
too late. He worried that uninsured patients
would be more likely to choose assisted death
because they felt it was their only treatment
option, while those who do not speak English
might not fully understand the choice. ‘How
do we deal with the fact that the system is
fundamentally unfair to people in underserved
communities?’ he said.”
Californians Against Assisted Suicide, the
coalition there, is comprised of a diverse group
of stakeholders who have for over a decade
been keeping their state free of legalized assisted suicide. It spans Right to Left, religious to
secular, who when leaving all other issues
aside, work as well as these people do, is the
only recipe for success. For more information
on how to get involved in this ongoing
grassroots effort, please visit their site here:
www.noassistedsuicideca.org
To read the full article from The Sacramento
Bee, please visit www.sacbee.com.

D.C.

prepare a report over the summer. If there is not enough
support from the five members, they will let the measure
die. If the committee approves the measure, there will
be a mark-up in mid to late September; after which, the
measure would have to face the full Council for a vote.
If the Council approves, the measure must be approved
by the U.S. Congress.
If you are a Washington, D.C. constituent and would like
to get involved, please visit www.nodcsuicide.org. PRAF
will be assisting the coalition in any way we can.

To continue winning,

we need your help!
You are the Patients Rights Action Fund.
The combined gifts, large and small, of
generous donors like YOU protect the
rights of patients and the marginalized
from the threat of legalized assisted
suicide. The organization channels that
support strategically, to leverage it with
our political allies in opposition efforts,
and to continue informing the public
through media outlets about the grave
dangers of assisted suicide as a legal
medical ‘treatment’ option.

Please Donate Today!
PATIENTS’ RIGHTS

ACTION FUND

www.patientsrightsaction.org
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Pro-Patient, Anti-Assisted Suicide

Foundational Basics in Opposing the Legalization of Assisted Suicide

August 18, 2015 | 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. (ET)
featuring:

ALEX SCHADENBERG

Executive Director,
Euthanasia Prevention Coalition

MARILYN GOLDEN

Senior Policy Analyst, Disability
Rights Education & Defense
Fund (DREDF)

TIM ROSALES

Political Director,
Patients Rights Action Fund

Register at http://prafwebinar1.eventzilla.net

