Opposing the Legalization of Assisted Suicide
2016 3rd Quarter

Assisted Suicide is

“Wrong4DC”
The No DC Suicide advocacy group mobilized
patient advocates, medical professionals,
persons with disabilities and others against the
so-called “Death with Dignity” Act of 2015.
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FIGHTING THE

DEATH WITH DIGNITY ACT

IN WASHINGTON, DC

No DC Suicide mobilized patient advocates,
medical professionals, persons with disabilities
and others against the so-called Death with
Dignity Act of 2015 on Sept. 21st between 9:30
a.m. and 2:30 p.m. at the DC City Council’s
offices. The coalition held a press conference
featuring J.J. Hanson, President of the Patient
Rights Action Fund; Ann Sommers, Chairman
of the Board of Directors of Not Dead Yet;
Doctor Lawrence Prograis, resident Scholar at
the Center for Clinical Bioethics, Georgetown
University Medical Center; and Richard
Thomas, the Mayor of Mount Vernon, New
York. The Washington Times and other media
outlets covered the event.
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After the presser, advocates made legislative
visits to all members of Committee on Health
and Human Services to discuss the immanent
dangers legalizing assisted suicide would have
on the citizens of our nation’s capital.
Unless Council Member Yvette Alexander,
Chairwoman, Committee on Health and
Human Services, changes her mind, the
Committee on Health and Human Services
holds a vote on October 5, 2016.
No DC Suicide is resolved to keep up the pressure.
Learn how to get involved by visiting

nodcsuicide.org

WHAT PHYSICIANS SAY ABOUT THE

American Medical Association’s

“Study” of Neutrality
on Assisted Suicide
“While deeply committed to effective relief of the
pain and suffering of the terminally ill, the AMA has
also long held that physician assisted suicide and
euthanasia are “fundamentally incompatible with
the physician’s role as healer, would be difficult
or impossible to control, and would pose serious
societal risks.” The AMA is now studying whether to
retreat from that position into the mirage of moral
neutrality. Some state medical societies have just
done so, abandoning authority, agency, principle,
and position in one fell swoop. But the wink and
nod of neutrality is beneath the demands of this
issue and the dignity of the medical profession.”
Frederick J. White, III, M.D.

AMA Member
Fellow, American College of Cardiology
Fellow, American College of Chest Physicians
Chair, Institutional Ethics Committee,
Willis-Knighton Health System

“The AMA’s principled statement of opposition
in 1993 is clear, concise, and perfectly worded.
Nothing has transpired since that time which
requires any change. When Dr. Jack Kevorkian
was the public face of the euthanasia movement
in the 1990s, it was easy to oppose. Everyone will
acknowledge that the late Brittney Maynard is a
more appealing proponent. However, when one
looks past the emotion of the moment, the nature
of what PAS and euthanasia are in reality have not
changed since 1993, as they have not changed
since the time of Hippocrates. Handing a sick and
despondent patient a prescription for a bottle of
poison is not compassion. It is not medicine. It has
no basis in medical science or American medical
tradition. I urge that the AMA take the long-term
view and look past the politics and emotion of the
moment. The integrity of American medicine hangs
in the balance.”
Joseph E. Marine, MD, MBA

Associate Professor of Medicine
Vice-Director for Operations
Section Chief for Cardiology, JHCP
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine

EDITORIAL:

VOTE ‘NO’

in Colorado on
More Suicide
By The Gazette editorial board
September 26, 2016

Proposition 106 would establish the assisted suicide
trade for doctors willing to participate. An out-ofstate special interest, funded mostly by billionaire
George Soros, has marketed this measure as a form
of compassion.
Suicide rates are a crisis in Colorado, and a poorly
written plan to legitimize these tragedies raises big
concerns.
Last week began with another teen suicide in
Colorado Springs, where last year 15 teens killed
themselves and doubled 2014's suicide rate.
Throughout Colorado, we lost 1,000 kids to suicide in
2015.
CONTINUE READING ONLINE at GAZETTE.COM

Defend the Rights of Patients.
Stop Rationed Heathcare.
When you support Patients Rights Action
Fund, you help save lives.

Please Donate Today!
www.patientsrightsaction.org
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States Continue Efforts Against
Legalized Assisted Suicide
Fights against assisted suicide legislation continue in New Jersey and Colorado. Get involved.

NJ

JoinNew Jersey Alliance Against DoctorPrescribed Suicide at the Assisted Suicide
Lobby Day on Thursday, October 20, 2016
from 10:00 am–2:00 pm in Committee
Room 3 of the State House Annex. Photo
ID needed to enter the building. You
and your belongings will be screened by
security. No signs or placards allowed in
the building. Stickers will be provided. No
loud, abusive or threatening language
will be tolerated. Parking availavle in
the State House parking garage (please
arrive early). Some street parking and
nearby parking garages also available.
RSVP by October 14, 2016 by calling
732-562-1990 ext. 1629 or email
jruggiero@diometuchen.org. For more
information, visi noassistedsuicidenj.org.

CO

Colorado is facing ballot question,
Prop 106, this November to allow
doctors to prescribe the lethal dose
for assisted suicide. As the opposition
campaign slogan points out, this initiative
is “a Fatally Flawed Measure.” The
coalitions message is changing minds,
but they need help to amplify their
voices to the whole state. Please go to
votenoprop106.com to donate and
get involved.

