ASSISTED SUICIDE LAWS

EXPANDING IN
DANGEROUS WAYS
WAITING PERIOD "SAFEGUARDS"
ARE BEING STRIPPED AWAY

DOCTORS AREN'T THE
ONLY ONES PRESCRIBING

Oregon and California have
dramatically reduced the 15day cooling-off period between
requests for lethal drugs. Other
states are considering the same.
Vulnerable patients who need
time to cool off and reconsider
may now die by reckless
same-day suicide.1

When it comes to prognoses,
even doctors are more often
wrong than right in estimating
the time a patient has left.
Now, New Mexico has passed
a law giving even less qualified
professionals the authority to
write lethal prescriptions based
4
on their best guess.

SOME WITH TREATABLE
ILLNESS CAN ACCESS
LETHAL DRUGS

PUSHING FOR LEGAL
EUTHANSIA

Patients who have an illness that
is non-terminal with treatment
can choose to forgo care in
order to qualify for lethal drugs
in a dark moment and kill
themselves. Diabetes is listed in
Oregon as a disease for which
patients have received lethal
2
drugs.

OREGON NOW A
SUICIDE DESTINATION
In legalizing assisted suicide, the citizens
of Oregon voted to require that a
person be a resident of their state in
order to receive lethal drugs. As a result
of a court challenge, the State of
Oregon entered into an agreement that
removes the residency requirement and
now allows people from all over the
country – and even the world – to travel
to Oregon to receive assistance with
suicide. 3

A challenge filed in federal
court in California would
eliminate the self-administration
requirement, opening the door
to euthanasia. With lethal
injection available in the home,
vulnerable people would be at
even greater risk of being killed
without their consent. 5

ASSISTED SUICIDE
BEING ALLOWED FOR
MENTAL ILLNESS
In Colorado, at least two patients in
their early 30s with anorexia nervosa
received lethal assisted suicide drugs.6
In Oregon, at least one patient with
anorexia nervosa received the drugs.
This is a broad expansion into mental
illness, even though neither state
through their elected officials and by
public vote authorized such expansion
through the laws they passed.7

Assisted suicide proponents are doing a bait and switch - they use "safeguards" to convince legislators to pass
the bills only to strip away those same precautions a few years later. All the while, assisted suicide remains ripe
for misuse, abuses, and coercion only getting more dangerous as the practice inevitably expands.
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