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Advocacy organizations vow to continue legal challenge of misguided California assisted
suicide law after sunset safety guards removed

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — The California legislature recently voted to eliminate the statutorily
required sunset of the state’s assisted suicide law, even as a lawsuit progresses against the state
due to the law’s discriminatory practices. In response, Patients’ Rights Action Fund Executive
Director Matt Valliere issued the following statement:

“California’s existing assisted suicide law has already resulted in premature deaths and lack of
accountability for health care providers entrusted with caring for people with disabilities.

In California, we have seen instances of patient insurers denying wanted lifesaving treatment
while instead offering to cover cheap assisted suicide drugs. The most recent report on the use of
the law reveals that 24% of patients are currently unaccounted for, listing that it is unknown if
the patient took the drugs or not, or are even still alive. With no oversight and no accountability,
people living with serious disabilities are at risk of being steered toward suicide when they are
seeking care.

The sunset date was supposed to ensure ten years of review for the legislature to make an
educated decision on how to proceed. As reports from other states reveal growing numbers of
patients requesting drugs for financial reasons, and quietly expanding into mental health
conditions like anorexia, now is the worst time to recommit to a dangerous and discriminatory
law that abandons patients at their most vulnerable. Our sister organization and allies will
continue to fight this unconstitutional law and urge the federal court to protect Californians as
our case continues in the coming months.”

More information on the lawsuit against California’s End of Life Option Act (EOLOA) can be
found at End Assisted Suicide.
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